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CAMELLIAS AND RHODODENDRONS
Survey of damage caused by the winter of 1955/56
By PATRICK M. SYNGE

HE following report has been drawn up from answers to a
Tquestionnaire sent out in the spring to all members of the
Rhododendron and Camellia Committee and a number of other
gardeners known to be specially interested in these genera. No
replies were requested before the beginning of June so as to give
time for new growth to appear. Owing to the unusual drought and
cold weather experienced in many parts in April and May and the
late May frosts in some areas new growth this year was unusually
late in appearing and probably the beginning of June was too early
for the signs of recovery after damage to be seen clearly in all cases.

The effects of the winter were very variable. The worst affected
gardens were several in Somerset, Devon and Cornwall which
grow a number of tender species, while low-lying gardens in
Surrey also suffered badly. Gardens in the west of Scotland and
Northern Ireland, such as Inverewe in Wester Ross and Mount
Stewart in Co. Down, did not register any unusual weather or even
severe frosts or any appreciable damage. In the east of Scotland,
near Perth, Mr. E. H. M. Cox, of Glendoick, also reported that
the winter there had been milder than in the south and that no
unusual damage had been caused by it; they had, however, suffered
severe damage due to the drought in the summer of 1955 and in
May 1956. At Brodick in the Isle of Arran, The Duchess of Mont-
rose reported only bud damage to such tender species as R.
formosum and R. burmanicum.

There seem to have been several factors involved in causing the
damage and it is difficult in many cases to distinguish to which
factor particular damage was due. These were:

(1) The summer drought of August and early September 1955,
followed by a damper early autumn growing period and then frosts
in the middle and end of October.

This caused bud damage to late-flowering rhododendrons such
as ‘Polar Bear’ at Byfleet, in Surrey, and near Romsey, in Hants,
but this lovely hybrid was reported to have flowered well in 1956
at Tower Court, near Ascot, which is on higher ground, and at
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Windsor. At the Sunningdale Nurseries, which are on low ground
near Windlesham, in Surrey, Mr. J. P. C. RussgLL reported three
nights of very heavy frost at the end of September when the plants
had just begun to grow again after the drought, and this com-
pletely stripped some of the evergreen azaleas such as R. mucron-
atum and those usually known as ‘macranthas’. By June, however,
they had just begun to come into leaf again.

(2) The sudden drop in temperature in early February coupled
with prolonged frost throughout the month, with icy east and
north-east winds, probably caused the greatest damage. This caused
particular trouble in West Country gardens in Somerset, Devon
and Cornwall, which had probably escaped the autumn frosts
experienced in the home counties. Mr. GEORGE JoHNSTONE, from
Trewithen, in Cornwall, reported that a high wind blew for three
weeks or more from the south-east, often reaching gale force and
driving before it 10° to 14° F. of frost. Many plants which had
thriven there for many years, such as Drimys wintert, first planted
in 1918, have been almost killed. At West Porlock in gardens only
a mile from the sea the temperature fell overnight from in the
fifties to well below freezing, and 17° of frost were recorded on the
screen on February 8. There was little snow there but there were
strong north-east winds; while in Mr. L. S. ForTEscUE’s garden,
at Buckland Monachorum, S. Devon, 450 feet up on the edge of
Dartmoor, the temperature fell from over 50° . to 14° F. in a few
hours and the lowest temperature recorded was 9°. At Minterne
which is 750 feet up in Dorset Lord Digby recorded 25° of frost
as the minimum in February, i.e. a temperature of 7° F. In that
month he had 23 days with frost. At Wisley the lowest temper-
ature recorded was 14° on February 4 and 21, while from February
19 to 24 the temperature did not rise above freezing point.
There were cold easterly winds for fourteen days in February,
twenty-three days in March and seventeen days in April, but
little snow. At Bodnant the lowest temperature was 8° F. and
frost was registered on all days in February except one. At Exbury
it was regarded as the worst cold spell they had experienced. In
the rhododendron species collection at Windsor Great Park the
lowest temperature recorded was 12° F. butno rhododendrons were
either killed or damaged so badly as to require removal.

(8) The droughts of April and early May, followed by late
May frosts in many districts of the Home Counties north of London,
may have accentuated the effect on plants already damaged by the









































































































































































































Fi6. 47—-R. lowndesii at the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh (Sec p. 133)



YUNNANEA
A New Genus of Theacee from Yunnan, China*

By HSEN-HSU HU
Institute of Botany, Academia Sinica

Yunnanea gen. nov.

Flores solitarii, magni, pedicellati. Sepala bracteis similia, sed
gradatim maiora, coriacea, persistentia. Petala 5, pro parte
inferiore in tubo satis longe connata. Stamina numerosa, in
series plurales disposita, series exteriores ad tubum corollae alte
adnatae, series interiores liberae; filamentis glabris; antherae
versatiles, apice obtusae, glabrae. Ovarium ignotum. Fructus
drupaceus tarde dehiscens (?), sepalis bracteisque coriaceis
magnis subtentus, 8-locularis, loculis 2 plerumque abortis, exo-
carpio ligneo, crassissimo, endocarpio tenui; cavum loculorum
parvum; columna centralis gracilis. Semina in loculis solitaria,
oblonga, exalata. Arbor. Folia coriacea, petiolata, serrulata.

Monotypic genus in southern Yunnan, China.

Yunnanea xylocarpa, sp. nov.

Arbor parva ad 6 m. alta; ramuli teretes, striati, glabre-
scentes, parcissime nigro-glandulosi. Folia coriacea, elliptica
vel late lanceolata, 6-10 cm. longa, 2-3-8 cm. lata, apice longe
acuminata, basi cuneata vel subrotundata, margine calloso-
serrulata, glabra, costa nervisque utraque facie elevata, nervulis
supra impressis subtus reticulatis; petioli supra excavati,
6-10 mm. longi, glabri. Flores solitarii, subterminales. Sepala
coriacea, suborbicularia, sub fructu ad 2-5 cm. diametro.
Petala 5, obovata, 8-5 cm. longa, 2+5 cm. lata, parte inferiore
in tubum 1-2 cm. longum connata. Stamina numerosa, in series
plures disposita; filamentorum seriebus pluribus exterioribus
corollae alte adnatis, interioribus liberis, parcissime pilosis sed
nigro-verruculosis; antherae satis magnae,ovatae,obtusae, Smm.
longae, glabrae, nigrae. Fructus juvenes 3-loculares, loculis 2
abortis, apice apiculatis, longe pilosis; fructus maturi globosi,
8-5 cm. diametro, exocarpio lignoso, 1 cm. crasso, extra verru-
culoso, ad basin leviter dehiscente, cavum loculorum 7 mm.
longum, 4 mm. latum; endocarpio tenui; pedicelli graciles,
glabri, 1 cm. longi. Semina solitaria, ovalia, 6 mm. longa.

* Reprinted by kind permission of the author from Acta Phytotazonomica Sinica.
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or semi-double C. williamsii Lorp ABERcONWAY won first prize
with an unusual semi-double form of ‘J. C. Williams’. Also shown
in this class were ‘Salutation’ and ‘ Inspiration’. A good bloom of
‘Salutation’ shown by Lorp ABERCONWAY also won first prize in
Class 48 for any other hybrid of C. saluenensis. An interesting flower
in this class was ‘Elizabeth’ which was a slightly deeper pink than
‘J. C. Williams’.

In Class 49, for any camellia hybrid not specified above, only one
prize was awarded, namely that to Messrs. Waterers, who showed
a very fine bloom of ‘Mars’, 5} inches in diameter, a large and
semi-double, deep pink variety. Class 50 for three species, varieties
or hybrids, was more popular and attracted seven entries. Mr. C.
ARrMYTAGE MooRE won first prize with very fine blooms of ‘Lady
Clare’, ‘J. C. Williams’ and ‘Elegans’, while LorD ABERCONWAY
was second and Mr. G. Barrancer third. The next class was for
six blooms and again Mgr. ARMYTAGE Moore was first, Lorp
ABeErcoNwAY second and Messrs. Waterers third. In Messrs.
Waterers’ exhibit a little-known flower was ‘H. A. Downing’, a
deep pink medium-sized semi-double variety, not unlike a deeper
coloured ‘Elegans’, but showing rather more stamens.

The remaining Classes 61 to 84 were for sprays, growing plants
and floral decorations. In this way to my mind the camellia is shown
off to the greatest advantage but in most cases fewer entries were
received for these classes than for the single bloom classes where
each flower was shown in a separate vase embedded in moss. It
certainly showed well the very free flowering capabilities of some
of the older varieties of C. japonica and of the varieties of C.
williamsii and enabled one to assess their garden value better than
the single blooms. Particularly fine were the sprays of the single-
flowered varieties ‘Alba simplex” and the red ‘Sylva’, shown for
first and second places in Class 62 by Mr. C. ARMYTAGE MOORE
and Lorp ABERCONWAY respectively. Among the semi-double
sprays of C. japonica, Messrs. Waterers’ ‘Peach Blossom” was a
particularly beautiful exhibit, and won first prize in Class 63, which
attracted ten entries. Among the other varieties which always
showed up well in these sprays were ‘Adolphe Audusson’ and
‘Gloire de Nantes’. In Class 81, for a camellia plant in bloom,
which was won by the Misses Gopman with the plant of  Donation’,
already described under the Peer Trophy, Sir GiLes LopER had a
fine semi-double pale pink variety of japonica, slightly flecked, in
‘Prince Albert’, and this won third prize. In Class 82, for three
plants in bloom, Messrs. Waterers had very well flowered plants
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up to 4 feet in height of ‘Alba simplex’, ‘ Mathotiana alba’ and an
unnamed deep pink semi-double and deservedly won first prize.
The second place went to Sir GiLes LopEr, who showed ‘ Donation’,
“White Swan’ and ‘Purple Emperor’, the last being a large deep
pink, semi-double, slightly marked with white.

There were seven entries for the vase or bowl of camellias and
the first prize went to a very striking arrangement by Mrs. M. E.
McDonaLp of ‘Margharita Coleonie’, on a black tray (Fig. 51).
Sik GiLes Lober was second with ‘Alba simplex” arranged in a
rather unusual glass bowl and the Duke or DEvoNsHIRE third with
an arrangement of ‘Nagasaki’. An arrangement of the semi-double
form of C. reticulata made a particularly sumptuous decoration.
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leaves are typical of the species. Each flower shown was & inches
across, an Anemone Form of Incomplete Double and coloured
Neyron Rose (H.C.C. 628/2), while the veination was a delicate
shade of deep pink. Exhibited by Messrs. J. Waterer, Sons and
Crisp Ltd., The Nurseries, Bagshot, Surrey. (Fig. 48)

Camellia japonica ‘Gloire de Nantes’, A.M. May 1, 1956. It is
stated by the exhibitors that this is a particularly desirable variety
for planting out of doors, flowering freely when weather permits,
from December to May. The flowers are 4 inches across and are
the Peony Form of Incomplete Double with a few stamens
visible and the remainder petaloid. The petals are a bright shade
of Neyron Rose (H.C.C. 623/1). Exhibited by Commissioners of
Crown Lands, Windsor Great Park, Windsor, Berks. (Fig. 44)

Rhododendron (Azalea) ‘Golden Sunset’, A.M. May 22, 1956.
A bright-flowered azalea with large trusses of bloom containing,
in some cases, as many as thirty flowers. The corolla was 3} inches
across and coloured Mimosa Yellow (H.C.C. 602[1) while the
upper petal was densely spotted with orange. Exhibited by Messrs.
J. Waterer, Sons and Crisp Ltd., The Nurseries, Bagshot, Surrey.

Rhododendron basilicum, A.M. May 1, 1956. A species from
the Falconeri Series and of which it is the only member with
flat, more or less winged petioles. It is found naturally in rhodo-
dendron forests in Western Yunnan where it makes a shrub or
small tree up to 30 feet high. The trusses shown were large ones
made up of about twenty-six flowers ventricose campanulate in
shape. In colour, the corolla was pale whitish-cream with a small
crimson blotch in the throat, while on the outside there was
an irregular staining of limited, pale, dull-crimson markings.
Exhibited by Col. The Lord Digby, D.S.0., M.C., T.D., Min-
terne, Dorchester, Dorset. (I'ig. 34)

Rhododendron (‘Idealist’ x ‘Naomi’) ‘Emerald Isle’, A.M.
May 22, 1956. An unusual break in colour is found in this rhodo-
dendron for the open campanulate corolla is coloured Chartreuse
Green (H.C.C. 663/1) with the threat and central veination
stained Chartreuse Green (H.C.C. 663/2). Nine flowers of this
colour compose the loose, upright truss. Exhibited from the R.H.S.
Gardens, Wisley, Ripley, Surrey. (Tig. 27)

Rhedodendron (griex:sonianum X ‘Pauline’) ‘Grenadine’, A.M.
May 22, 1956. This is a 5trong—growmg_, plant of vigorous
habit. It has a large truss composed of nine flowers which are open
campanulate in shape and coloured Cherry (H.C.C. 722) with deep
brown spotting originating in the throat. The hybrid was raised by
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the late Mr. LioneL pe Rotuscuip and it shows the distinct
characteristics of R. griersonianum in its flowers and foliage.
Exhibited by Commissioners of Crown Lands, Windsor Great
Park, Windsor, Berks. (Fig. 36)

Rhododendron (calophytum x lacteum) ‘Jocelyne’, F.C.C.
April 17, 1956. A description of this hybrid appeared in R.H.S.
Journar, %9, 415. Exhibited by E. de Rothschild, Esq., Exbury,
nr. Southampton. (Fig. 26)

Rhododendron (johnstoneanum double form x tephropeplum)
‘Johnnie Johnston’, A.M. May 1, 1956. On this unusual hybrid the
flowers are semi-double with the large majority of stamens
petaloid. Three or four flowers make up a truss and in colour the
flowers are a variable shade of Tyrian Rose (H.C.C. 24/3) with
irregular staining of a darker shade (H.C.C. 24/2). The leaves are
41 inches long by 1} inches wide, beneath scaly; pedicel 1 inch
long, red-stained and scaly. Exhibited by Lieut.-Col. Sir Edward
Bolitho, K.B.E., D.S.0., Trengwainton, Heamoor S.0., Penzance.
(Fig. 21)

Rhododendron johnstoneanum (double form), A.M. April 17,
1956. On this form the leaves are obovate-elliptic, margins ciliate
and the underside scaly; the petiole also is ciliate and scaly. Each
truss is made up of two or three flowers on long, stout, scaly
pedicels. The corolla is 3 inches long by 4 inches across, 1s com-
pletely double; in colour it is white with the vestige of an orange
tinge in the throat. Exhibited by Commissioners of Crown Lands,
Windsor Great Park, Berks. (Fig. 29)

Rhododendron (Limerick g.) ‘Piccaninny’, A.M. May 22,
1956. This hybrid is one of the progeny from the crossing of R.
‘Britannia’ and R. dicroanthum. It has a lax, drooping truss made
up of about seven flowers on cach of which the calyx is petaloid
and up to 1} inches long. The corolla is tubular-campanulate and
coloured a shade of orange, tinged at the margins of the lobes with
a very pale shade of Cherry (H.C.C. 722/1). Exhibited by The
Earl of Limerick, K.C.B., D.S.0.,, T.D., Chiddingly, West
Hoathly, East Grinstead.

Rhododendron morii, A.M. May 1, 1956. Leaves on this species
are oblong-lanceolate in shape and somewhat leathery. The
inflorescence is in the form of a loose, racemose corymb of ten to
fifteen flowers. Each wide, semi-drooping corolla has large lobes
and is white with a crimson blotch and some crimson spotting.
Exhibited by Capt. Collingwood Ingram, F.L.S., V.M.H., The
Grange, Benenden, Cranbrook, Kent.  (Fig. 88)









AWARDS TO RHODODENDRONS
AFTER TRIAL AT WISLEY, 1956

THE Council of The Royal Horticultural Society has made the follow-
ing awards to rhododendrons after trial at Wisley on the recommend-
ation of the Rhododendron & Camellia Committee. The number in
brackets after the description of the variety was that under which it
was grown in the trial.

ANNIE LAURIE. (Raised and sent by Mr. L. I'. Frisbie, Puyallup,
Washington, U.S.A. and introduced by Mr. Greg McKinnon, Sumner,
Washington, U.S.A.) H.C. May 29, 1956. A deciduous azalea. Plant 23
feet high, 5 feet spread, vigorous, lax habit, flowering very freely; leaves
2% inches long, & inch wide, medium glossy green; flower truss 4 inches
across, 2} inches deep, flattened dome-shaped, eight flowers per truss.
Corolla 2} inches diameter, 1% inches long, open funnel-shaped, margins
slightly waved, ground colour French Rose (H.C.C. 520/3) deepening at
edges of petals to Carmine Rose (H.C.C. 621/1), blotch at throat of
Saffron Yellow (H.C.C. 7/1). Flowering from May 19, 1956. [8197]

FARALL YELLOW. (Raised, introduced and sent by Mr. M.
Haworth-Booth, Farall Nurseries, Roundhurst, Haslemere, Surrey.)
H.C. May 29, 1956. A deciduous azalea. Plant 2} feet high, 4 feet
spread, vigorous, flowering freely; leaves 5 inches long, 15% inches wide,
medium green slightly tinged bronze; flower truss 5 inches across, 8}
inches deep, flattened dome-shaped, eleven flowers per truss. Corolla
8 inches diameter, 2 inches long, very open funnel-shaped, margins
waved, Chrome Yellow (H.C.C. 601) with blotch at throat of Buttercup
Yellow (H.C.C. 5/1). Flowering from May 23, 1956. [110]

HATSU-GIRI. (Sent by Messrs. Knap Hill Nursery Ltd., Woking,
Surrey.) A.M. May 14, 1956. An evergreen azalea. Plant 2 feet high,
4 feet spread, vigorous, very compact, flowering very freely, flowers
either in pairs or threes, corolla 1} inches diameter, £ inch long, open
funnel-shaped, Mallow Purple (H.C.C. 630). Flowering from May 7,
1956. [547]

MOTHER’S DAY. (Raised and introduced by Messrs. van Hecke,
Zevenecken, Germany and sent by Messrs. W. C. Slocock, Ltd., Golds-
worth Nurseries, Woking, Surrey.) H.C. May 29, 1956. An evergreen
azalea, Plant 1 foot high, 2} feet spread, vigorous, compact, flowering
very freely, flowers mostly in threes. Corolla 2} inches diameter, 13
inches long, open funnel-shaped, a bright shade of red near Rose Opal
(H.C.C. 022). Flowering from May 22, 1956. [198]

SEVERN. (Raised and sent by The Royal Horticultural Society’s
Gardens, Wisley, Ripley, Woking, Surrey.) H.C. May 29, 1956. A
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deciduous azalea. Plant 4 feet high, 8 feet spread, vigorous, upright,
flowering freely; leaves 6} inches long, 4} inches wide, glossy medium
green; Hower truss 6} inches across, 4§ inches deep, dome shaped, com-
pact, twelve flowers per truss. Corolla 8} inches diameter, 2} inches
long, open funnel-shaped, Dawn Pink (H.C.C. 528/2) deepening at tips
of petals and along the mid-ribs to Dawn Pink (H.C.C. 528), blotch on
upper petal at throat of Maize Yellow (H.C.C. 607). Flowering from
May 23, 1956. [134]] :

SYLPHIDES. (Raised, introduced and sent by Messrs. Knap Hill
Nursery, Ltd.) H.C. May 29, 1956. A deciduous azalea. Plant 3 feet high,
4 feet spread, vigorous, flowering very freely; leaves 4% inches long,
1} inches wide, glossy, medium green tinged bronze; flower truss 6
inches across, 3} inches deep, flattened dome-shaped, lax, fourteen flowers
per truss. Corolla 2% inches diameter, 2} inches long, open funnel-shaped,
a pale shade of pink near Phlox Pink (H.C.C. 625/3) with blotch on
lower petal at throat of Buttercup Yellow (H.C.C. 5{1). Flowering from
May 22, 1956. [772]

THAMES. (Raised and sent by The Royal Horticultural Society’s
Gardens. ) H.C. May 29, 1956. A deciduous azalea. Plant 4 feet high, 33
feet spread, vigorous, upright, flowering freely; leaves 5 inches long,
2 inches wide, glossy medium green; flower truss 5 inches across, 4
inches deep, dome-shaped, compact, twelve flowers per truss. Corolla
31 inches diameter, 2} inches long, open funnel-shaped, margin waved
and surface creped, Neyron Rose (H.C.C. 623/1) veined slightly deeper
rose with blotch on upper petal at throat of Apricot (H.C.C. 609/1).
Flowering from May 23, 1956. [131]

RHODODENDRON SERIES
GLAUCOPHYLLUM

The name Glaucum Series is now to be changed to Glauco-
phyllum Series, the reason being that the name R. glaucophyllum
Rehder has replaced the name R. glaucum Hook. f.

H. H. Davipian.
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CAMELLIA CLASSIFICATION

This classification of varieties of Camellia japonica
has been drawn up for use by The Royal Horticultural
Society by the Camellia Nomenclature Sub-Committee.

Single. Not more than nine petals.

Semi-double. Two or more rows of petals, conspicuous
stamens.

Anemone Form. A flat flower with one or more rows of
larger outer petals; the centre a convex mass, composed of
petalodes and stamens intermingled.

Peony Form. A deep rounded flower with several rows of
outer petals, the centre a convex mass of twisted petalodes
and stamens.

Rose form. Imbricated petals showing stamens in a con-
cave centre when fully open.

Formal Double. Fully imbricated, many rows of petals,
rarely showing stamens.



MODERN RHODODENDRONS
By E. H. M. COX and P. A. COX

ODERN RHODODENDRONS by Cox 1956* fills a long-

felt need in present-day gardening literature. All those of us
who can grow and have room for specimens of this fascinating
genus, which comprises forest giants as well as excellent rock-
garden plants, will acquire a mine of information from reading this
book. The number of new species introduced from Asiatic sources
during the past half century, and the subsequent enthusiasm for
hybridization, are evaluated in the cleverest way by the unique
editorship of father and son, whose great practical knowledge and
experience provide an interesting combination of two generations
of enthusiasts.

I am fascinated by the first three chapters, all of which contain
much to interest not only the beginner but also the more experi-
enced rhododendron lover. They give valuable and detailed advice
on the cultivation and propagation of rhododendrons and, above
all, provide such useful hints and warnings about what zof to do in
order to ensure successful results.

The way in which the species of rhododendrons has been dealt
with is most interesting, and the authors deserve great praise in
having selected from a very large subject what appear to be the
more valuable rhododendrons for modern use. This chapter, com-
prising more than half of the book, has been presented in a masterly
and unusual way and will be read with great pleasure by the expert
as well as the novice.

The selection from the vast number of rhododendron hybrids
now in cultivation has been wisely limited to those more readily ob-
tainable in the trade and will be a great help in guiding purchasers,
and this has been facilitated by a comprehensive index.

An instructive chapter on diseases, and what to look for to
prevent them, is, I am glad to say, also concisely achieved.

I don’t think anyone in the gardening world today having the
right soil to grow rhododendrons would ever regret the guinea

spent on the purchase of this useful and helpful book.
DIGBY

* xiv -} 193 pp. Illustrated. (Thomas Nelson & Sons Ltd., 1956) 21s.















































